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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JUNE 26, 2017
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2017- 0286
1210 ROSEWOOD AVENUE

PROPOSAL

Relocate a house of undetermined age, but believed to be ca. 1920, to Lockhart, Texas.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with a partial-width, front-gabled
partially-inset independent porch on ornamental metal supports; single and paired 1:1
fenestration; several one-story masonry additions to the rear of the house.

RESEARCH

There are no extant building or utility permits to indicate the precise date of construction of
this house, and a house of similar scale, although with a different design for the projecting
bay on the west side of the house and a porch or some other feature on the projecting front
bay of the house appears on the 1922 Sanborn map, research shows that the site began
being used as the Old Negro Women’s Home around 1913. It is not clear if this is the house
that became the Old Negro Women’s Home in 1913, or if this was constructed or modified
later, but the style and features of this house seem to indicate a construction date of the
early 1920s.

According to Jason McDonald’s study, Racial Dynamics in Early Twentieth-Century Austin,
Texas, the Old Negro Women’s Home was originally located on E. 10t Street and opened on
Rosewood Avenue in 1913, which is confirmed by listings in the city directories. The Old
Negro Women’s Home was operated by an African-American executive board, which
included Reuben S. Lovinggoood, president of Samuel Huston College, and William Tears,
the prominent African-American undertaker, and was funded by contributions from
African-American fraternal societies and churches. The King’s Daughters, an African-
American women’s organization, took on the responsibilities for operation of the home,
which was in existence at this location until around 1970, with a period in the mid-1940s,
when it served as the Colored Branch of the Young Women’s Christian Association. The
building was then used as a halfway house, and finally by the Travis County Department of
Mental Health and Mental Retardation until recently.

STAFF COMMENTS

This house meets the criteria for designation as a historic landmark, and/or as a
contributing structure to a potential local historic district. It retains a high degree of
integrity in the original portion of the house, and has rear additions which do not
compromise the context or architecture of the house. The East Austin Historic Survey
(2016) determined that this house is eligible for individual designation as a city historic
landmark and individual designation in the National Register of Historic Places.

The house meets the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:

a. Architecture. The house is an early vernacular bungalow.

b. Historical association. The house has long-standing associations with the
African-American community in East Austin, having served as an old folks’
home for African-American women, and as the Colored Branch of the Young
Women’s Christian Association from around 1914 to around 1970.
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c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house possesses a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of East Austin and the city’s African-American
community.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Initiate historic zoning. This building represents an important piece in Austin’s African-
American history.



LOCATION MAP
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Thiz product iz for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
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approximate relative location of property boundaries.

Thie product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1210 Rosewood Avenue

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office

June, 2017
1992 Gateway House
Travis County Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation
1985-86 Gateway House
Travis County Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation
1981 Travis County Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation, Special
Services Center
1977 Gateway House
Halfway house
1973 Vacant
1968 King’s Daughters Home for the Aged
Idella Larrimore, director
1965 King’'s Daughters Home for the Aged
Idella Larrimore, director
1961 King’'s Daughters Home for the Aged
Idella Larrimore, director
1957 King’'s Daughters Home for the Aged
Idella Larrimore, manager
1954 King’'s Daughters Home for the Aged
Idella Larrimore, manager
1952 King’'s Daughters Home for the Aged
Annie S. Hunter, supervisor
NOTE: Idella Larrimore is listed as a cook for the King’s Daughters Home for the
Aged. She lived at 1901 E. 10™ Street.
1949 King’'s Daughters Home for the Aged
Annie S. Hunter, supervisor
1947 YWCA Colored Branch

1944-45 YWCA Colored Branch



D.11-6

Thelma Bryant, secretary

1941 Old Negro Women’s Home
Malinda Jones, matron
NOTE: Malinda Jones lived on-site.

1939 Old Negro Women’s Home
Malinda Jones, matron

1937 Old Negro Women’'s Home
Malinda Jones, matron

1935 Old Negro Women’s Home
Malinda Jones, matron

1932-33 Old Negro Women’s Home
Malinda Jones, matron

1930-31 Old Negro Women’s Home
Malinda Jones, matron
NOTE: The house is listed as 1204 Rosewood Avenue.

1929 Old Negro Women’s Home
Malinda Jones, matron
NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

1927 Old Negro Women’'s Home
Lillie Anderson, matron
NOTE: Malinda Jones is listed as a cook for Tom Smith who operated a
restaurant at 912 E. 10" Street. Malinda Jones is listed as a resident at that
address.
NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

1924 Old Negro Women’s Home
Malinda Jones, matron
NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

1922 Old Negro Women’s Home
Elizabeth Glasgow, matron
NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

1920 Old Negro Women’s Home
Lula Banton, matron
NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

1918 Old Negro Women’s Home
Katie Toliver, matron
NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

1916 Old Negro Women’s Home
Rachel Washington, matron
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NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

1914 James T. Johnson
Abstractor and deputy county sheriff.
NOTE: There is no listing for an Old Negro Women’s Home.
NOTE: The house is listed as 1304 Rosewood Avenue.

NOTE: The listings for this address (1304 Rosewood Avenue) go back to the 1890s in the city
directories, but this is clearly not an 1890s house. James T. Johnson lived at this address in the
early 1910s before it became the Old Negro Women’s Home; a house on this site was the home
of D. Hill Hart, the clerk for the U.S. Circuit and District Courts for the Western District of Texas
from the 1890s until around 1910.

“Numerous black organizations catered to the health and social needs of African-American
ghetto dwellers. One charitable institution operated by African Americans was the Old Negro
Women’s Home, originally located on E. 10" Street but later moved to Rosewood Avenue, in
the heart of the East Austin black neighborhood. When it opened in February, 1913, the
building housed six elderly black women, some of whom had previously been living in “tumble-
down old shanties without conveniences of any kind.” Although the home operated under the
auspices of the United Charities, its executive board was composed entirely of African
Americans; the chairman was Reuben S. Lovinggood, president of Samuel Huston College, and
the secretary was William Tears, who ran a successful undertakers business. The home was
funded by contributions from black fraternal societies and churches. An African-American
women’s organization, the King’s Daughters, oversaw the daily operation of the home and
eventually took on responsibility for raising the funds to keep it open, which they managed to do
even during the Great Depression.”
From Jason McDonald, Racial Dynamics in Early Twentieth-Century Austin Texas (Lanham,
Maryland: Lexington Books, 2012).

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Lula Banton, a 54-year old African-American widow at this
address. She is listed as the head of household and the matron of an old women’s home. Also
at this address, all of whom are listed as inmate boarders, are Margarita Mack, an 82-year old
widow, Ella Gardner, a 92-year old widow, Eliza Williams, an 82-year old widow; Julia Rabb, a
76-year old widow; and Martha Hancock, a 96-year old widow. None of the women had an
occupation listed, and all list the United States as their place of birth.

The 1930 U.S. Census sows Malinda Jones as the matron at this address. There were 4
“lodgers,” Ella Henderson, a 78-year old widow; Ella Scoot, a 55-year old widow, who worked as
a seamstress for a private family; Nancy Johnson, a 70-year old widow; and Dicey Levit, who
had been born in Florida; her age is indecipherable.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Malinda Jones as a lodger at an unknown location, but which was
a large African-American boarding house. She was a 77-year old widow. There were 19 other
people, male and female, living at this address, most of whom had jobs, including yardman,
maid, cook, and servant. Malinda Jones is listed as a matron for a State Department.

King’s Daughters Old Negro Women’s Home / Home for the Aged (ca. 1913-1970)
The home, originally located at 907 E 10™ in 1913 and relocated to 1210 Rosewood by
at least 1922, served as a retirement facility for elderly women until 1973. Both independent
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residents and women from the Texas State Hospital were residents there. The current structure
also served as Negro Youth Association and YWCA headquarters as it expanded throughout
the 20™ century. By mid-century, the residential nursing facility had changed its name to the
King’s Daughters Home for the Aged.

In 1970, the building was transferred to Travis County as a possible emergency home
for neglected children. It served as a daycare temporarily (“School for Children”). 1210
Rosewood was the proposed site of an alternative school for children affected by the closures of
Anderson and Kealing High Schools, a proposal which gained traction after a boycott by
students in 1971 in protest of forced busing.

By 1973, however, the home had been accepted by the Travis County MH & MR Special
Services division and became “Gateway House,” a transitional living facility for men and women
recovering from alcoholism.

ALTERNATIVE — Black and chicano children p],ay on lhe black Anderson High and Kl!ﬂl{rlg Junior High this fﬂ“ Known
{front porch of a day care center at 1210 Resewood, the sile  as the “School for Children,” the day care center is being
of a possible “alternative” school for studenis planning o considered for the alternative scheol site, but no formal ar-
hoveott Austin nublic schools over the closing of predominately rangements have been announced, Story on Pege 1 (Staff Photo)
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Austinites Responding Nobly to Aid of Aged Negro Woman's Home Founded by the United Cha

The Austin Statesman (1902-1915); Mar 11, 1913;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

A ustinites Responding Nobly to
Aid of Aged Negro Woman’s Home

Founded by

the United Charities

Intrrest among the colored people
of the_city 4 tagt nwiukening in the
Austin Hoine fut'f!sxed Negro Women
nt 007 Foast Tenth Street, founded u
month age by the United Charlties,

Prooticilly every negro organization
ur club here hap 63ked to be permitted
to help in supporting the home, Many
hiave already made rulstantial  sub-
seripttons, and a% mmany more have
promised to make regular monthly ap-
proprintions. The following lhave
made contributions: Bonnell Lodge,
$10; Wesley Chapel, $10; Eaplial ity
lLodge, $10; dinbghts nnd b hters ol
Tabor, $10; [King's Daughters, 312, and
others, 340, The totul nmount is 82,

The home was founded n month ago
by 1the Unlted Charltles,  Mrs, Nellle
W, Holden, general seeretary, Is one of
the Jemding spirita.  Its purpose’ fu to

furnlsh whelter, fond, clothing and eare
for the old negro “mammles” of Austin
who have ouwtgrown thelr usefulnoess
il e no luenger able 1o kupport
themselves, It has been planned to
tnalie the Jnatitntion A factor among
the colored citizens of Ausiln, to cen-
ter thelr Interest in it and to manke
them renllze what good muy be done
through Its use, In thls the founders
have lheen nsUccessful. Dally,' farm
products, butier, milk, egiga uhd green
stuffs, nre sent to .the home by col-
ared people In the clty and ot the
farms near town, The King's Duugh-
terd have apent several nfternoons with
the old “"mummies,” muking tublecloths,
bed lHnen wnd the Jike fur use in the
home,

Nor hns the Interest been llmited to
the negroes. Home days ngo a loeal
sewling mnchine agent made the hnme
n present of & sewing miachine, and a
numhber of Austin housewlves have
given dieher wnd pther ureful articles.

Fhoe monthly report Juat filed showsy
that there ure now five inmirtes in the
home, nll of whom are satisfled. The
cxpensen for the past month reached
§52.46. Out of this comen the matron's

Story on the founding

"wulary, which 1s 320, The cost of eguip-
| ment has been §112.03, which includes
| chuirs, talides, kitehen utenslis  nnd
| other necessitivs,

of the Home for Aged Negro Women

Austin Daily Statesman, March 11, 1913
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NEGRO WOMEN'S HOME
" ACCOMPLISHINE GO0D

INSTITLUTHIN NOAW CAIING o0t 51X
OLD NEGRO “3AMMEEE»

e —

Colured trganlzations of Ansila Are
Toking Interest In Work and
Ielplug Ploniacially,

-

Adthough ontering wpon s tdred
montl of worls, bhe Auste Home for
Aged Newra Woen, {eunded in Fel-
Paby by e Unitod Chavjitics, bus al-
rialy becoine a gb ?:"'""J faetar la the
TR J«.'!!I'I'I.'I.'H-'I-llhll}‘i:". dvd YL Moy
of 1he eolored orgavcizatlons bave net
enly rledeed It thelr wupport, but have
{otialg aubimgnniial coserthetlogs,

Hix old "mumnnes” all of them “bot
cvale wal™ pegroes, ase belng carved fop
rnt the [oane.  They have vope T
S AITerent mectlons of the fewn, sl
!wln-n alten to the Inattuiion wers
barely Jensding sn exlstenes i dlpgy
1l movels, winere sanltatlon was the
jlast amd Jeadt thing thought of. 24
i LI ward pieced wlbl Dot gkl R =
fubd eharity, S
F Nope af the women could be Indge o
|nnw tn leave the Homs  They aljqoe.

e—

ente what s belig done Tor them,

Must of thelr (Jmn b8 spent In Bewing,
paniling coHltE and things to be  gged

I the Hmne.  Thelr most  fregitent
coredulsitben 1o Mres. Nellls W, Holden,

prmeral sooretary of dhe United Chapl-
Ples, 18 fur (hrean,

The Hoire {8 & frama Wtding o=
eated at 00T MHaat Tenth Street,  FPha
edleripr faad Been recenlly palmtsd aneg
e o Joalt ws atlonetive nx prssille,
On the malde the wolls have heen ros If
paperel, and thers 19 cvblence of wuepy
serubling and eleaning. i

In all, there are five rosmys with 4
| Mierm hall at the entranes,  One rosin
oI used as gebneral sloeping gqunrters
o]t night and as a =liting room o th
pranriime.  This Jemds into o smoall hal
confecting wilth the matron's room ar
fin Yspure roomy" the Inbler now b
Jused for one of the old women whi y

il The kitehen and dining roamt o
cupy  thn utimr prl Bf the hor
Everytiidng 18 lept wpotlesy,

In the cnurse of tioe (he THome s
be eplarged Bo n9 Lo gectrinreel
mora people. Whan Lhis Is  eleed
upon 1t e Mhkely that afl of the el
erpanlgntlons of Austn wlll per
villupbla meplatanco. oy

Austin Daily Statesman, March 31:_1913 )
This story references the address of the home as 907 E. 10" Street.




OLD NEGRO WOMEN'S HOME
ASKS AlID TO LIFT DEBT

In Austin Lhere Is what Is known ns
the “Old Negro Women's 1llome," and
this home i3 In debt, It Is stoled, to
the extent of about $1600, Thero is
a moverment on foot ot present to 10t
Lhis debt and (he offort Is belng mndul
by the "“Colored Iing's®Daughters, ns-
gisted by the Ministers' Alllance,” to|
nquote the ecnrd thot hos been strucl!
A commitiee representing the Ceolored
King's Daughlers and Ministers' Alll-
ance has Jjust pgono before the cily
council, asking that thelr effort Yo
endorsed by that body. The commit-
tee stated they wonld rather have the
ondorsemant of the couneil than pe-
cunlary help from fit, s the membory
could proceed with thelr work then,
and the general cltizenship would
know they represented p capsce thot 18
worthy.

After investipating eonditions, needs
af the home and those who will have
in eharge the ralsing of the $1500, the
coutncll endorsed the effort, Mavor
Yeit moklng this astatement pubile
today, .

el e
Austin Statesman, September 7, 1919
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Emmty"s
To Need

Travis County Judge J. 0L
atson sald finances will be the
rincipal - issue  when counly
mmissioners decide what o]
o with the Wings Doughlers
wwoperty offersd the counly by
e Austin Civic Charity Group,
' ‘ly, localed al 1210

v ohiome for the elderly until
fime of 1970, according lo Dr.
5 White of the Travis
Chikl Wellare Board.
While appeared  belore
ommissioners  Monday  with
flem Hearvey  of  the  Stale
epariment of Public Wellare
o request that the properly e
1sed as an emergeney recelving
nit  for  dependent  and
eglecled children, Dr. While
stimated (hat the unit could be
sed fo house 16 children al a
st of §2,532 per month,
Walson said, “I don'l know
here the money is coming
rom. Thal's over $30,000 per
.ﬂal.‘n
Watson sail White's figures;
vere “an estimale, and that
omelimes varles quite a bit”
We already have Girls' Town
SA. These childron have been
aken care of cheaper in foslor
omes, but T don't know how
ood thal js."
White  said the primary!
rmose of the emergency unit
would be 1o house children on a
cmporary basls  until  foster
iemes could be found for them.
Ie  sail  the number of
lependent  children  in  the
ounly was [nereasing 10 lo 15
r cont per year, and often the
relfare hoard was ealled on Lo
ke children in the middle of
the night.
Dr. While said the children
flen had to be placed  in
ardner  House, the county

Cownty"s Gift-Land To Need Cash Ajd
Awstie Surtesman (T332 0973 Dec 17, 1970
Proluest Historical Newspapers: The Austin Amencan Staiesman

Gift-Land
Cash Aid

juvenile  home,  until  foster
homes could be found. “This is
nol the proper pluce for them.™
Dr. White sald. "They are aol
tlelinguent,”

Iarvey told commissioners
Monday that in time, dependent
and neglected children in Travis
County will become “an acule
nroblem.”

Austin Statesman, December 17, 1970
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PEMIT FOR WATER SERVICE mm s ™/ 153
M. Q13 TR ! Address./ 2. _/_4?_ _/_?_n._s eweond Ave. 7.
___________ : Size of Tap .___%. _.Date.......'_. ...

Plumber .. ...
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Size Service Made........... L i
. ) P [ P R : [
Size Main Tapped Gl "’iﬁ HE H N P
. o ! ueoo P

Front Front Prop. Line to Curb Cock... 5.5, o P
From /£ - Prop. Line to Curb Cockooot “pab | &

. .'h“‘. H : y | P
Location of M eter.. Feuctt S:f teinfe. Larre I E v
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Water service permit for this address (1937)

FR T,

Home for Golared.WOmen - .1210 RBosewood Avenue

33 58 b E.1/2 of 1 B

xR

i Preme bullding
1 23731 - 6/1/42 S2E0,00
ﬁay labor

]

1 floor drain

Building permit for a small frame building at this address by the Home for Colored Women
(1942)
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Colored Branch Y,W.C.A. 1210 Rosewood Ave,

33 56 1 Fofl B

alteratione and repairs-to bldg.
26715 5-12-44 $200.00

Geo. Grant

none

Building permit to the Colored Branch YWCA for alterations and repairs (1944)

Heartts Ease Clrcle Kings ~ - 1210 Rosewood Ave.
' Daughters

George L. Hobertson

Breezeway and masonry addition to rear
of building.
54612 8-1-63 $6000.00

Oliver B. Street

Building permit for a masonry addition to the rear of the building (1953)

14
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QWNER Heart .Ease Circle of Kinggpress 1210 Rosewood Ave

PLAT 33 LoT E- 87 5' Tot 1 and W 87 Lot 2 RIK |
SUBDIVISION Robertson Sub
OCCUPANCY Boarding House

QWNERS
BLDG. PERMIT # 183050 DATE6-19-79  ESTIMATE 2,000.00
CONTRACTOR owenr NO, OF FIXTURES
WATER TAP REC# SEWER TAP REC#

Repair existing boarding house to min stds

_gax (90) days,

Building permit to repair the house (1979)
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The 1922 Sanborn map shows a one-story house on this site and the older address of 1304
Rosewood Avenue, but with a porch or some other feature on the projecting bay on the front of
the house that is no longer extant and a different shape to the projecting bay on the left (west)
side of the house with a different shape than the existing bay. There is a question whether this

map shows a former house on the site.
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The house (without its current rear additions) appears on the 1935 Sanborn map as the Old
Negro Women’s Home.
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62 Sanborn map shows the same basic configuration as the 1935 map above, with the
rear addition.



